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(Orient Black Swan) 

 

A ground-breaking collection of writing by Australian 

Indians, edited by Paul Sharrad and Meeta Chatterjee 

Padmanabhan. It gives readers access to lesser-known 

material from published writers like Meena Abdullah, 

Suneeta Peres da Costa, Sudesh Mishra, Michelle Cahill, 

Christopher Raja, Sunil Badami,  and Christopher Cyrill. It 

also introduces writers such as Manisha Anjali, Aashish Kaul, 

Rashmi Patel and Sumedha Iyer. Resisting homogenised or 

hierarchical representations of the Indian-Australian 

community, contributors spread not only from Kashmir to 

Tamil Nadu, but also include Anglo-Indian voices and work 

from the Fijian and African Indian diaspora now living in 

Australia. The introduction outlines the discriminatory legal 

and political cultural framework which Australian Indians 

have had to navigate historically. Indians are the second 

largest group of immigrants in Australia; even still the editors, 

both postcolonial scholars, could not interest an Australian 

publisher. While there have been Asian Australian 

anthologies such as Wind Chimes and Contemporary Asian 

Australian Poetry, and sparks of interest through conferences 

and academic writing; the focus is often on China or Southeast Asian Australian writing. This collection 

locates the Indian Australian experience of South Asia with all its richness and flourishes firmly in the 

canon. 

Shortlisted 

 

The Big Black Thing: Chapter. 2 Sweatshop, ed Michael Mohammed Ahmad, Winnie Dunn, Ellen van 

Neerven 

Going Postal: More than ‘Yes’ or ‘No’, Ed Quinn Eades & Son Vivienne (Brow Books) 

Light Borrowers, UTS Anthology Intro by Isabelle Li  (Seizure) 

 


