










mobilisations of the early 2oth century
Kerala. The writings of Pampadi John
Joseph and Poykayil Yohannan (Sreeku
mara Gurudevan) can be conceptualised
as foundational to such critique (Chen
tharassery 2015; Mohan 2006). Yesu
dasan's (2010) Baliyadukalude Vamsavalli
(Genealogy of the Scapegoats) gives us a 
thick, rigorous account of Syrian Chris
tian machination in the context of the 
Separate Administration Movement of 
the church of South India. Ninan 
Koshy's (2014) study on "Caste in Kerala's 
Churches" was a direct consequence of 

this movement in the mid-1960s. Also, 
o P Raveendran's (2019) book on the
communal and private control of public

education in Kerala against the backdrop
of the struggle for reservation in aided
educational institutions highlights the
economic hegemony of Syrian Christianity.
I hope the authors will engage more
comprehensively with anti-caste critique
and writers in their future writings.

Having said that, both Abraham and 
Thomas convincingly describe Syrian 

Christians as "caste-inscribed religious 
communities"-to borrow a phrase from 
the former (p 210). It was absorbing to see 
how "Syrian Christianity" provided a 
methodological fillip to discuss caste
beyond Hinduism but also in relation to it.

Nidhin Donald (donaldnidhin@gmail.com) is 
a postdoctoral fellow w ith the Department
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay. 
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